INTRODUCTION
the "Left55 seems comparatively small the reader
must draw his own conclusions. I cannot be expected
to believe that their paucity is due to any prejudice
of the writer.
All politicians cannot possess every virtue, but many
are endowed with several. This book may be of some
little use when the English observer is seeking to allot
praise and blame. As for my Czech romantic, he is
now the quarry of the Gestapo. But now we have the
chance to further his deliverance.
To the reader it will be abundantly clear that most
of this book was written before the end of Peace. In-
deed it is only the chapter on the Prime Minister
which was written after the beginning of the War.
After re-reading the rest of the book in such light as
is left to us I have decided to let most of it stand; for
it may be found to have some prophetic qualities.
Every one of the characters mentioned here is as
resolute as the writer for the victory of tolerance over
tyranny. The fact that this book can be published
in London at such a moment seems to me some slight
augury of our success. We shall not, I hope, even in
the darkest days that may lie before us, forget that
nobody, however eminent, was ever injured by the
friendly iconoclasm which reveals him as a human
being, and that even in time of war democratic states-
men are as human as they were before the temporary
exile of peace.
If the reader is irritated by some of the criticisms
he is asked to read will he try to recapture the happier
frame of mind of August and July?
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